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A late 18005 F. Wesel & anufacturing Co. hand press (right) and other printing devices are part of the display at

‘AU’s rare
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LITERARY WORKS OF ART: Items on display in the collection include the Baok of Common
Prayer by artist Miriam Schaer (front), which is a transfer on dyed paper, cut by hand, and
Radio Silence by artist Julie Chen, Flying Fish Press, Berkeley, Calif,, 1995. The book is
letterpress printed with aeronautical charts and bound in paper-wrapped boards.
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By SCOTT EYMAN
Palm Beach Fost Books Editor

Tos the best of Arthur Jaffe's recollection, his
father, Max, only yelled at him twice. The first
time was when Arthur was a young man, and
made the mistake of saying he was going to
slough off some dreary task.

Big mistake.

“Always try your best!” thundered Max Jaffe.
The other time was when Arthur was 50 years
old and his father berated him for being insuffi-
ciently generous to the United Jewish Appeal.

In a roundabout way, these are two of the three
tent poles that have supported Arthur Jaffes life.
The other, certainly no Ee-ss and perhaps slightly
more important than the others, E

When he served in Army intelligence during
World War 11, Arthur Jaffe traded cigarettes and
chocolate, not for female favors, but for books.
Art was more important than sex, and it would
be fair to say that Arthur Jaffe’s quietly remark-
able American life has been defined more by
the life of the mind than the life of commercial
transaction.

Thday, the result of that mind-set is ensconced
in a gleaming top-floor area in the Arthur and
Mata Jaffe Center for the Book Arts in the Wim-
berly Library of the Florida Atlantic University
Campus in Boca Raton. Partially, the Jaffe Center
holds its founder’s book collection — a very

unustal beok collection. There are around 10,000
volumes here, from a Peanuts pop-up book to
one-of-a-kind books, but they are all
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the Arthur and Mata Jaffe Center for the Book Arts at FAU in Boca R

You can judge

a book by its cover
IrlArthurhﬁas collection
of 10,000 velumes

selected for their status as

aesthetic objects.
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distinguished by their status as acs-
thetic objects, irrespective of their
actual literary content.

Here is a 300-year-old Coptic
Bible Lhathﬁe found in Masai terri-
tory in Kenya; there a ol Barry
Moser’s edition of the Bil

‘Bilitis. Here D::l?dghl'lm's
Bridge, in aluminum
and N‘“ rian goatskin, there the
prize 1:7“ Jaffe's collection, the Cra-
nach Hamiet, with 80 woodcuts by
the eminent stage designer Edward
Gordon Craig. Jaffe paid $5,000 for
it decades ago. Its worth more now.
And that are a couple of
printing and s
g\«tﬁ' e mﬂmk"haaloh set
v a letter or space at
a time — a working print shop that
]adcs only a field “fpapyms log:-
ing ncu:ssary for
pmdur:hun of books as hand

objects of beaut
"Goce agai Kru.urjam has
done his bcsL

Swept away by ‘Crusoe’

The first book Arthur Jaffe
remembers reading was Robinson
Crusoe. He was a small child in
Butler, Pa., near the Ohio border,
but he was swept away.

Max Jaffe owned and ran a chain
of smalltown department stores
in Pennsylvania, but unlike many

usinessmen, who have no time
for annhi outside their comfort
zone, ax"ﬁlfft- abways had his nose
in a book.

“In every mental pucmrt 1 have
of my father, I\ebrl:a rl'l':& says his
son, 86 Id, a sl T, courtly
man of innate elegance. When Max

built a house, he made sure to in-
clude a i andwllm he retired

college.
In 1938, Max Jaffe told his son,
“There's going to be a war. They're
coming for us, wherever we are.”
The identity of “they” didn’t need
to be articulated. His son took this
o Ilcarl. and joined the ROTC at
Penn }ﬁ‘m in fact, the only
Jew in RO'it. d he was sllorlJy 0
g‘::;l‘iﬂt with a dﬁm‘t in C|

In 1941, Max Jaffe was finally
proven right, and Arthur went

into the service. At first he was an
infantry officer, then was recruited
to command an intelligence unit
attached to the army of Gen. Omar
Bradley, charged with instigating
defections among German soldiers:
classical psychological warfare.
There were four other American
units doing the same thing through-
out Europe. Jaffe’s company spoke
33 Janguages, which came in handy,
for they traveled with loudspeaker
and printing equipment to aid in
their work of dropping leaflets
and Icasting spiels calculated
to make Germans up their

‘hands in surrender.

“It was fairly effective,” he says.
“1f we got 100 soldiers to surrender
in a given location, that was pretty

Jaffe was in combat for 11
months, landing on Omaha Beach
two days a -
ing Bradley’s army all the way to
Berlin. For his trouble, he got the
Bronze Star.

Headed back to college

After he got home 1o Pennsylva-

nia in October of 1945, he decided

to turn right around and head to

niversity in Tel Aviv. He
uarymﬁ — 5200

Hebrew
shi out In

bought him voyage from
Nw\bd{ to Meundm that took

J'.u that particular turbulent time
in Palestine’s turbulent history,
there were three groups fighting for

ish homeland: the Irgun, the

Stern group and the
was quickly recruited for the Ialue-r

ffe says now that he didn't plan to
‘e in the Haganah — “1 don't volun-
teer; I'm no hero” — but as one of
the first eight American students in
Palestine after the war, he seemed
like a bet. For the unborn
state o Isruel, these eight were the

ing edge of Return.

Jlﬂe knew David Ben-Gur-

oot by GARY CORDAA  Pratograptes

Artist Maureen Cummins” Ghost Diary (2003) i a vintoge glass negative with is text inkjet-printed on mylar-bound metal.
The unigque book is one of the collection provided by Arhur Jatfe and his fate wife, Mata. The collection is full of unique and
interesting books including & 300-year-old Coptic Bible, the Cranach Hamiet and an Aran Press edition of Maby Dick.

FAU’s rare L
ditions

jon, but not as well as Indknuw the
woman who was assigned to give
the students weekly orientation
lectures about life in Palestine.
ﬂlﬁ:ﬂs about TJLSD L&lhhmu:hl
tas very old, a st ouse-

wife from l];'[rrl‘waukw who went 'by
the name of Golda Meyerson, She
would later assume the name of
Golda Meir

Jaffe had been a caplain in the
American Army, but he was only a
private in 1Inm{m:.nh The Irgun
and the Stern group were
h{‘&m English as rank terrorists,
while the Haganah was the most
conciliatory of the three. Which is

not to say that they were nonviolent;

among other things, Jaffe’s training
involved breaking down, assem-
‘:I% and ﬁnng a Czech rifle in the

It was a chaotic time, not unlike
what was going on contempora-
neously in Berlin or Vienna: the
nations that had prevailed in World

‘War Il were now jockeying for lever

age, for influence in the Middle
East. The British sent their tough-
est troops to Palestine, and qr]cd
them out every six months in an
effort to avoid fraternization and
intermarriage; the Russians, oddly

ﬂwﬁh filtered their spies through
the churches,
In comparison to the American

Gls, Jaffe found the Israelis “un-
disciplined free souls,” but then
most of the recTuits were
only 16 or I7 years old. Much of his
work involved training sessions in
Negev desert, during which he
attem; to instill something ap-
proaching unit discipline,

The Hebrew University knew
what mg\a&m with the re-
cruits, an > responds to the
implications of possible disloyalty
to American interests by saying:
“1 wasn't helping a foreign country.
There was no country.”

the

Good looks, U.5. passport

When he wasn't training yo
soldiers, Jaffe was using his goc
looks and American passport for
reconnaissance work. *T could go
anywhere,” he remembers, “so
they would send me to Damascus
or Lebanon and just tell me to
look around and report back on
what [ observed.” Other times, he
maonitored wiretigs that revealed
highly placed Americans already
Bargaining for the Middle Easts ofl
reseTVes.

Jaffe doesnt give the impression

Books always have
been a crucial part of
the life of FAU donor
Arthur Jaffe.

“L'had an affinity for art. Not
as an artist, but in terms of taste.
T abways had great taste. 1 could
design a store, 1 did great windows
and ads,” At their height, the House
of Jaffe had 13 stores.

In Palestine, J-nf[o had begun
with an initial

it was a particularly d.
time, although history indicates
nlherwrse He remembers Beirut
as being "gorgecus, the Paris of the
Mldcasl and says that there was “a
greal sense of mission and it de
corps that only occurs once. If you
had asked me in 1946, when 1 got
there, if it was going to be possitle
for there to be a Jewish state in
18948, 1 would have said ‘No."
That said, he seems to feel that
he didnt really complete his mis-
sion. After three years in Palestine,
he got sick with a tick-born illness
common to the desert and had to
come back to America for treat-
ment. He had spent the entire
decade of his 20s in the service. It
was time for something else, but
from the vantage point of his obd
age, looking back on that time of
fervor and to a larger

e
amm w0 I}]‘w ancient Hebrew
alphabet, each page printed from
a single block of wood containing
both picture and caption. He was,
he remembers seduced “by the
fiery tendrils recalling the biblical
burning bush, reaching towards
heaven.”
He met Lois, his first wife,
a prufessnr at the Un'm'rsily "[hc
1

IIw:JaI_% CLTlcr['?rM:nT
was opened earlier this year
although it carries his and his late
wife'’s name, he insists that “It's
not about Arthur Jaffe. I don't own
these books anymore. The reason |
gave the collection away is that the

ride of ownership was long gone.
!;'hc books were sitting there doing
nothing. My wife was ill at the time,
Tuse a cane, 1 had 1o a deci-
sion. | could give them to a dealer
1o sell, or [ could see if an institu-
tion was interested. The University
of Pittsburgh was interested; Car
negic Mellon was interested; Penn
State was interested. And when |
offered it 1o FALL they were inter
ested.”

Anthony Catanese, the university
president at the time, @ “What
academic program does the collec-
tion support?™

“Probably none,” was the honest
answer:

“Then I'm not in favor of it, but
take it to the board.”

So Jaffe cherry-picked five or six
of the prizes of his collection and
marle a presentation to the F
board. They wanted the collec-
tion, the unJy such collection in an
American university.

Distinctive collection

“It’s such a distinctive collec:
tion,"” says William Miller, the
director of Libraries at FALL “Its
highly unusual in the world, and
it's the only one of its kind that’s
accessible to the pubilic. It atldsa
different dime: nslun Lo an apprec
tion of and broadens the |dra
of what a book is. And it graphically
illustrates the connection between

s and art. Its also my belief,
that 50 or 100 years from now,
libraries and basic book collections
will all be pretty much the same:
all electronic, pure text, What will
make a library distinctive is collec-
tions like this one.

The Jaffe Center has a full-time
staff of two, plus some part-time
help. John Cutrone, who runs most
of the day-to-day operations at
the center, was a student at FAU
15 years ago and remembers that
when he went looking for a book on
book production, there was pre-
cisely one book in the stacks — the
only one in print.

Now the presses that had been
waiting for the next scrap metal
drive are once again holding lines
of hand-set type — also l‘sscnllal'ly
extinct, except for a magical
in Boca Raton. Writing 15 [rl-qut.'nl
Iy a fine art, but book product
seldom is. Arthur Jaffe’s I‘umlcsl
hope is to rectify that lack.

“My goal is to create a place
where the me 1 used to be could
come and create,” says Cutrone. *1
think that in Ihlr- digital age, there’s
with

wnman on their first date, he
bouﬁhl her a book at the Peabody

Shop at Charles Street in Bal-
timaore. [t was written hy the wife of
Marc Chagall, and had i

an
handmade objects — something we
have less and less experience with,”
The Jaffe Center teaches print-
making, letterpress operation,
kbindi jon and

by the artist.

He asked her to marry him after
their first date. “You're crazy,” she
5&1F “but I will” "

t was a great marriage that
1 four children. After she

mission, Jaffe says that, “In a w
everything since has been antic! cli-
mactic.”

Back to the States

After he got well, Jaffe and his
brothers took up the family retail
business, more or less because it
was the path of least resistance. His
aesthetic interests became a sort of
added value to the business of buy-
ing wholesale and selling retail

died at the age of 50, he decided

to retire, He sold out his interest
in the business to his brothers and
moved to Pittsburgh, where he met
his second wife, Mata, a speech
pathologist. He founded the Jewish
Community Foundation of Pitts-
burgh, and remarried in 1979,

By then, Jaffe already had begun
to focus on books, not necessarily
because of the way they read, but
because of the way they looked.
Baooks by artists, one-of-a-kind
books, rre Books, physicaly deau-
tiful books, even some commer
th“)‘ available baoks. Books

aobjets dart. moved o
F.Innda in 19684, 1\9 gave most of
his books away except for the oﬂm
d'art titles, and after he got he
began expanding it exponent 4
eventually donating it 1o FALU in
1998, three years before the death
of Mata Jaffe.

paper
other related arts. There is only one
other academic institution with a
similar course of study and similar
ﬂ;upmcnl. at the University of
bama. The pleasurable [ar:tlhxy
of the process — seft
choosing the paper, hulzﬁmg thc
book, total control over the
— has translated to full rosters of
students.

You can go to libraries in Lon-
don and Paris and Vienna, and
read wonderful books, and see
and accasionally handle wonder
ful manuscripts, but if you want to
see a book bound in aluminum and
Nigerian goatskin, or the Cranach
Hamilet, you have 1o come to Boca
Raton.

For thwee wils vivw g fuc as
predominantly utilitarian, useful for
imparting facts but of little other
use, all this might seem poi

Arthur Jaffe meets tlu:y: jec:
tions with a wise smile. He looks at
it this way: “You can produce a baby
without any human
et alone actual sex. But
which way is more fun?*
@scott_symandpbpost.com

MAKING AN ENTRANCE: Modern touches minght with pieces of [terature
at the entrance to The Jatle Center of the Book Arts Coflection at Flarida

Atlantic University's Wimberly Library.
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