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Design in the Details: Adaptations & Variations  
Stephanie Wolff 
 
Learn a collection of inventive page structures suitable for a variety of bindings, while creating a reference model for inspiration. 
Making a book by hand allows opportunities for the design and material choices of the book. And it’s those details that can elevate 
your work from the commonplace and set it apart. Binder-artists often have ideas that challenge the successful execution of 
traditional binding forms, whether from the use of unconventional materials or alterations of the structure. This workshop offers 
some approaches to designing pages that go beyond the regular printed page, but are easily bound into traditional forms.  
  
We’ll cover a range of techniques, with many based on historic structures, including how to incorporate photos or prints, oversized 
pages, loose material, as well as pockets, foldouts, envelopes, mounting options, and other display possibilities. We’ll discuss ways to 
incorporate content using these page possibilities.  
  
Each participant will make a simple but useful book model to hold their page examples for future reference, similar to the model 
pictured. Students should have solid basic bookmaking skills. Please note: This workshop requires participants to cut all the paper 
required for the workshop, 25 or more pieces. It’s not difficult, but it will take time. Instructions to do this will be sent, with 
diagrams and a chart to make it straightforward. The materials needed are listed here. 
 
Tools 
Ruler, 12 and 18”-24” metal 
X-Acto knife 
Cutting mat 
Bone folder 
¼” hole punch or Japanese screw punch with a ¼” bit 
Awl or piercing tool 
(2) Binder’s clips 

Bookbinding sewing needle  
Pencil and scrap paper 
Right triangle 
Drawing Compass 
Glue stick  
C-thru rulers, plastic self-centering 2” x 12” and 1” x 6” 
(these rulers are optional, but very helpful) 

 
Materials: 
• 2 Brads or paper fasteners, ¾”-1” long post and top diameter about 3/8” wide (or a bit larger okay) 

If hard to get, possible substitutions include (2) ¼” aluminum screw posts about ¾” – 1” long (available at some hardware 
stores). Or have some string or cord handy (about 15” long) and we can make a temporary modified binding. 

• (1) 3 high x 5 ½” wide (horizontal orientation) postcard, print, drawing or photo 
• (1) 3 ½” high x 5 ½” wide (horizontal orientation) postcard, print, drawing, or photo 
• (2) 3” x 3” postcards, prints, drawings or photos 
• 6’ bookbinding thread, linen 18/3 or another similar thread  
• Double-sided tape, ¼” wide and with a backing if possible (like 3M #415), need about 2 feet 
• Scrap 4-ply mat board or similar thickness binder’s board: Cut (1) 3x3” and (1) 6 high x 1.5” wide piece 
• Scraps from cutting the Canson paper (see below) or other similar weight paper you have: Cut 20-30 strips 5” high x 1.25” wide  
 
Paper:  
A list of specific cutting instructions for the paper will be sent prior to the class, so students can cut those pages before the first session. The 
papers needed are listed below. Cutting can be done with a straight edge and an X-Acto knife or with a papercutter. 
 
For pages: Students will be sent full cutting instructions with diagrams to cut these before class. 
• (3) sheets 19” high x 25” wide Canson MiTientes (98 lb/160gsm) A few harmonious colors would be nice, or use all the same. One sheet 
is allotted here for extra in case of mis-cuts and mis-folds. 
• (10-12) sheets of 11” x 17” or larger sheets of text weight paper, like Mohawk Superfine 70Text, drawing, sketch, or copy. A small 
amount is allotted here for mis-cuts and mis-folds. Grain direction should be both short and long grain (5-6 sheets of each), but not essential if 
that’s not possible. 
• (1) map 14” high x 15” wide on text weight or light drawing paper You can also draw your own map or use plain paper. Grain direction 
parallel to the 14” side. 
• (2) sheets 8.5” x 11” Translucent paper: tracing paper, thin Denril, Dur-a-lar, glassine, etc.  
• (1) sheet of clear Mylar, 8.5 x 11”, or another clear thin plastic. This can be clear acetate cut from a presentation binder found at 
office supply stores. 
 
For the cover: We will cut this in class. 
• (1) sheet of a heavier weight art or printmaking paper that folds well without cracking, at least 15 x 15 inches in size. Some 140 
lb/300gsm papers might work for this OR you can use Canson MiTientes OR a heavy handmade paper, such as used for paper cases: 
Cave Paper, Iowa Paper Case paper, or Saint Armand paper OR a heavy cover weight paper would work also.  


